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Woodstock letter raises city chamber hopes …
but upon a closer reading, expectations are reversed

A letter from Chamber of Commerce officials in Woodstock gave chamber officials in Rutland reason to hope this week that plans to reroute traffic during bridgework on Route 4 in Woodstock might get changed.

But the import of the letter, sent from the Woodstock Area Chamber of Commerce to state Agency of Transportation Secretary Neal Lunderville, appears to have been lost in translation.

Last month, Lunderville said he wouldn't alter plans to detour traffic around work on the bridge near the recreation center in Woodstock. Those repairs are expected to close the bridge for 27 days between May 29 and June 24.

During the closure, the state plans to reroute Rutland-bound traffic arriving from Interstate 89 onto Exit 3 in Bethel where trucks and tourists would travel along Routes 107 and 100 to reach Rutland County.

Rutland-bound traffic traveling north on Interstate 91 would be detoured onto Exit 8 in Ascutney. From there, traffic would follow Routes 131, 103 and 100 into Rutland County.

Thomas Donahue, Rutland Region Chamber of Commerce executive vice president and CEO, has argued for months that the state's detour plan would hurt businesses all along the Route 4 corridor that depend on tourism and shipments.

His proposal calls for detouring cars and light trucks — but not large trucks — along three residential streets in Woodstock: Pleasant, Elm and River streets.

Lunderville rejected that plan in October, but Donahue said Tuesday he hoped the state would reconsider in light of the letter sent by the Woodstock chamber.

"It appears that Woodstock now agrees with us!" Donahue wrote in a memorandum to the chamber's board of directors.

"There's no reason now why the state won't consider it," Donahue said. "This letter came out of nowhere, but I'm very pleased to get it."

In the letter, Woodstock chamber officials wrote some of the words that Donahue has been longing to hear.

"We ask that the signs clearly encourage east/west traffic on Route 4 through Woodstock with the exception of large trucks," Woodstock officials wrote. "All of the towns on Route 4 will be open for business."

The contents of the letter were so convincing that Donahue drafted a letter of his own to the state on Tuesday asking them to reconsider their position.

"In light of the concurrent resolution of the Woodstock Area Chamber of Commerce … we respectfully request that you (reroute traffic locally)," he wrote.

However, the conclusions that Donahue drew from the letter's contents doesn't seem to add up with the intent of its authors.

Annette Compton, marketing director for the Woodstock Chamber, said the letter restated the views of the town's Select Board and administration.

"We never adopted any other position than what the town set forth," she said, adding that she had never spoken with Donahue about his plan.

If the letter is a reflection of views of town officials, then they certainly don't align with Donahue's plans.

Woodstock Town Manager Phil Swanson said Tuesday town officials agreed with Lunderville's concerns about rerouting traffic along the narrow residential streets.

"There are too many vehicles and turning movements for safe traffic on those roads," he said.

Agency of Transportation spokesman John Zicconi said Tuesday that it would take a change of heart on the part of town officials for the agency to reconsider its plan.

"As we have not had any indication from the town that they want to alter the plan, we're not changing anything," he said. "We're letting the town be the filter for local politics in this case. If the town wants to reconsider it, we would be happy to look at it."

Contact Brent Curtis at brent.curtis@rutlandherald.com.
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